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The following items have appeared recently in newspapers, blogs, on 
websites and other media regarding PHL and might be of interest to 
affiliates of the  
ADM Institute for the Prevention of Postharvest Loss. 
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Issues of Loss  
 Food wastage in Cape Verde happens after harvesting 

Most "food wastage" in Cape Verde, an island country in the 
central Atlantic Ocean, occurs in postharvest stages, especially 
processing and packaging. The country lacks adequate postharvest 
facilities to support market needs.  
 
 

 Bumper crop leads to grain storage issues 
Storage facilities in Saskatchewan, Canada have nearly filled with 
this year's bumper grain crop, though some claim storage capacity 
never meets demand, bumper crop or not. Some farmers have 
resorted to on-ground storage.  
  

 Grain warehousing demand expected to grow in India 
Experts say that demand for grain warehousing in India will likely 
grow 5-6% in the next 5 years. Increased investment participation 
from the private sector, specifically large corporate entities, will be 
necessary to meet infrastructure demands, where the government is 
currently the majority owner.    

Projects 
 US to help UP minimize postharvest losses 

The United States and the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh have 
agreed to address postharvest losses by aligning US support as well 
as collaboration between universities from both countries. 

 Marandagaham grain storage complex opened  
The government of Sri Lanka opened a grain storage and trading 
complex at one of the country's leading wholesale paddy markets 
where 60,000 tons of grains can be stored. The complex is part of a 
government plan for increased food security and economic 
development in the country's agricultural sector.  

 FCI to create additional 5.4 lakh tonnes of food grain storage 
capacity in NE  
The Food Corporation of India will create an additional 5.4 lakh 
tonnes of food grain capacity in the North Eastern States. Given the
"strategic importance" of the region, the FCI has prepared a special 
package exclusively for the North East.  

 Firm launches Sh8.7bn fund to stem postharvest losses 
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A $100 million initiative called AgResults has been rolled out in 
Kenya to stem postharvest losses. The project will work with 
entrepreneurs with the financial capability to develop cost-effective 
storage facilities and distribute them to the farmers. The project is 
funded by the UK, US, Australia, Canada, and the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  

 Afghanistan inaugurates first strategic grain reserve 
The World Food Programme and Afghan officials inaugurated the 
first Strategic Grain Reserve in the country. This important 
measure will protect food supplies against commonly faced natural 
disasters and help stabilize local wheat prices in times of shortage. 
Officials state that this is a first step in an initiative to develop and 
improve food system infrastructure.  
  

 Eyes on food security law, FCI's grains movement up by 30%  
The movement of food grains by the Food Corporation of India 
across the country has gone up by 30% in the last quarter as 
compared to the corresponding period last year. Officials say that 
with the new food security law, efforts are being made to "optimize 
movement of food grains throughout the country."  

Technology 
 Using technology for India's food program 

States of India Chhattisgarh and Orissa are using technology to 
increase the efficiency of their food delivery systems in light of the 
food security law, standing out as models for other states on 
reducing supply chain losses. Innovative methods are being used 
including switching to an electronic database of beneficiaries, 
using SMS alerts to track and communicate grain movement, 
introducing an electronic device in ration shops that accepts smart 
cards, and others. 
 
 

 Company licenses storage system that deters insects 
Farmers in West and Central African nations could benefit 
economically, socially and nutritionally using a crop storage 
system developed by researchers at Purdue University and licensed 
to Kano-based Lela Agro Industries Nigeria Ltd. The PICS system 
uses special triple-bagging technology to protect cowpeas in 
storage against weevils, an invasive insect. 

Reports 
 Food Losses and Food Waste in China (Full report) 

Researchers from Beijing Forest University performed a 
comprehensive review on available information on food loss and 
food waste in China. Results show 19% of grains are lost from 
field to fork. 

 Food Waste within Global Systems  
This report was commissioned by the UK’s Global Food Security 

 

An innovative initiative 
that looks at the big 
picture of postharvest 
loss prevention. Read 
more.  
  
  
  
  



(GFS) programme to better understand the issues surrounding food 
waste in developing and developed countries, with a particular 
focus on understanding where new approaches and new research 
may be instrumental in reducing waste. 

 ADM 2013 Corporate Social Reponsibility Report 
The ADM Institute is highlighted in the 2013 CSR report of the 
Archer Daniels Midland Company.  

 Research funding and skills key to food for post-2015 
Public spending on agricultural research must double in the next 
decade if the world is to successfully move to sustainable 
methods of food production, says a UN-backed report. 
 

Awareness 
 Create 50 grain storage facilities for food law: M S Swaminathan 

In order to implement the Food Security Law smoothly, the 
government should create ultra-modern foodgrain storage facilities 
- each with a million tonne capacity - at 50 locations across the 
country, noted agriculture scientist M S Swaminathan. 

 Accra Brewery donates towards Farmers' Day celebrations 
Accra Brewery Ltd. delivered their annual donation of products to 
the Ministry of Food and Agriculture for the National Farmers' 
Day celebrations in December. The theme of this year's celebration 
is "Managing Postharvest Losses".  
 
 

 Italy calls for food security to be U.N. priority 
Italy wants to lead efforts to make food security a priority for 
global policy makers, Prime Minister Enrico Letta said in his 
recent debut speech at the United Nations General Assembly. 

 Opinions 
 Of Indian food security 

A critic of the food security law debate argues the perspective that 
the idea behind and purpose of the bill is deserving of credit, even 
if the implementation will be a challenge.  

 Minnesota workers share expertise across the globe 
A Minnesota-based non-profit, Partners in Food Solutions, 
provides business and technical training to farmers abroad by 
matching food processing industry volunteers with businesses in 
developing nations.  

Related Articles  
 MSU scientists develop new undercutter for sweet potatoes 
 FAO and Grameen Foundation to improve smallholder access to 

technologies  
 

 UN lauds China on food waste efforts  
 Research positions open for food security and climate change  



 

 It's official: sustainability will be included in post 2015 
development agenda 

 Conferences and Symposiums 
 29 September 2013 - Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands 

First International Conference on Global Food Security   
 30 September 2013 - Tokyo, Japan 

International Conference on Economic and Social Sustainability 
2013 

 9-12 October 2013 - Istanbul, Turkey  
Food Engineering Conference 

 16-18 October 2013 - Des Moines, United States 
The Next Borlaug Century: Biotechnology, Sustainability, and 
Climate Volatility 

 19 October 2013 - New Delhi, India 
2nd International Conference on "Agriculture, Food Technologies, 
and Environment - New Approaches" 

 21-24 October 2013 - Yaounde, Cameroon 
3rd Africa Rice Congress 

 4-8 November 2013 - Kigali, Rwanda 
ICT4Ag: The Digital Springboard for Inclusive Agriculture  

 26-28 November 2013 - Nairobi, Kenya 
Developing Markets Together 

 25-28 March 2014 - Ciudad Obregon, Mexico 
Borlaug Summit on Wheat for Food Security  

 8-10 April 2014 - Belfast, Northern Ireland  
2nd Food Integrity and Traceability Conference  

 To feature important stories in PHL in the News, please send relevant 
media, press releases, articles, reports, and other information 
topostharvestinstitute@illinois.edu. 
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