
PEST AND DISEASE FORECAST FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 2016 

 
 Generally, the pest and disease incidence were found below economic 

threshold level in all the districts of Tamil Nadu. Hence the farmers are advised 

to monitor the crops for pest activities by setting up light traps in their fields. 

 The following recommendations were made for the benefit of rice farmers 

in Cauvery delta zone and other rice growing areas in the state. 

Rice 

 Sporadic incidence of leaf folder and stemborer were noticed in 

Tirunelveli, Dharmapuri, Dindigal, Pudukkottai, Thanjavur, Tiruvallur, Erode and 

Salem districts. To manage these pests, set up light trap @ 1 / acre to attract 

and to kill the adult moth. If needed, spray neem seed kernel extract (NSKE) 5%. 

For managing thrips in the nursery and early transplanted rice in different 

districts, the farmers are advised to spray NSKE 5%. Mealybug incidence is being 

recorded in direct seeded rice in some locations of Nagapattinam district. Due to 

water scarify the incidence may increase and spread to neighbouring fields. 

Hence farmers are adviced to spray Buprofezin (25 SC) @200 ml/ 200 lit of water 

for 1 acre or Thiamethoxam (20 WDG) @100 g/200 lit of water for 1 acre 

or Dimethoate (30 EC) 400 ml.  

In coastal areas of Tamil Nadu because of cloudy weather the farmers are 

advised to take up spraying of copper hydroxide 2.5 g / l of water for 

management of bacterial leaf blight of rice. 

Integrated pest and disease management in rice 

In the nursery, thrips and caseworm are the major insect pests and diseases 
like brown spot and blast are expected in the nursery during this kuruvai rice 
crop. To manage these problem, farmers are advised to adopt the following 
recommendations: 

Seed Treatment: Treat the seeds with carbendazim 2g/kg (or) Pseudomonas 
fluorescens 10g/kg of seeds in one litre of water for overnight. 

Application of P.fluorescens @1.5kg/20 cent nursery along with 30kg Farm Yard 
Manure, 48 hours before pulling out of seedlings is advocated (or) 

Seedling root dip: Select 25 sq. m area in the main field and stagnate water up 
to a depth of 2.5 cm at on corner and dissolve 2.5 kg of P.fluorescens. In this 
stagnated water, dip 20 cent nursery seedlings for 30 minutes and transplant. 



For managing the insect 

� Set up light trap to monitor the adult moths and other insect pests 

� Spraying NSKE 5% with sticking agent @.5 ml/lit. 

� Apply neem cake @ 12.5 kg/20 cent nursery as basal dose 

� Spray Phosphamidon 40 SL 50 ml or 8 cent nursery. 

Groundnut 
 Virudhachalam district farmers are advised to set up light traps to monitor 

red hairy carterpillar. If needed, spray any one of the insecticides dichlorvos 70 

WSC 250 ml / ac (or) phosalone 35 EC 750 ml / ha. 

 The groundnut farmers of Salem and Dharmapuri districts are advised to 

spray carbendazim 0.1% for management of Tikka leaf spot of groundnut. 

Cabbage  

Krishnagiri district farmers are advised to set up pheromone trap to 

monitor the Spodoptera adults. If needed spray flubendiamide 20 WDG @ 2.5 

g/10 lit. of water for the control. 

 
 
Maize 
 

 Farmers of Coimbatore and Tiruppur districts are advised to spray 

metalaxyl + mancozeb 2.5g / l of water against downy mildew as the weather 

conditions are conducive for the onset of the diseases due to monsoon rains.  

This is for the favour of your kind information. Necessary control 

measures may please be adopted. 

Further contact: 

1. The Director,  
Centre for Plant Protection Studies, 
TNAU, Coimbatore – 641 003. 
Phone No: 0422-6611237. 
 

2. The Professor and Head, 
Department of Agrl. Entomology, 
TNAU, Coimbatore – 641 003. 
Phone No: 0422-6611214 / 6611414. 
 

3. The Professor and Head, 
Department of Plant Pathology, 
TNAU, Coimbatore – 641 003. 
Phone	
  No:	
  0422-­‐6611226.	
  


